CITY OF NEWPORT
REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL
OCTOBER 17, 2016

The City Council of the City of Newport, Arkansas met in regular session Monday, October 17, 2016 in the chambers of the Municipal Courtroom.

Mayor Stewart called the meeting to order. City Clerk/Treasurer Hembrey called the roll.  Council members present were Michael Allen, Carol Falwell, Kathy Green, Eddie Johnson, Regina Lake, Andy May and Julie Moss.  Council Member Pankey and City Attorney Steve Howard were absent.  

Following the invocation by Andy May, those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion by Lake and second by Moss to approve the minutes of the October 3, 2016 meeting carried (7/0) with “yes” votes by Allen, Falwell, Green, Johnson, Lake, May and Moss.  

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
Mayor Stewart had the following reports:
· The white chair rail trim and lower part of the inside of the Depot will be painted this week.  An insurance claim has been filed on the Depot ceiling.  Allen is going to check into a price for a drop ceiling.  After discussing the cost of maintenance and utilities of the Depot, the Council decided to increase the rent fees to $100 for 4 hours and $150 for a day (over 4 hours).  The new fees are to begin October 18, 2016.  Anyone who has already placed a deposit for the Depot will be charged the old rates.  
· Second Street will become a two-way street as soon as the striping is completed.
· Mayor Stewart helped Dr. Bennett, the Newport School Superintendent, apply for a $43,000 grant from the Arkansas Highway Department.  Newport School has received the grant and work should begin this spring on sidewalks within the school’s campus.
· The 2017 Budget is currently being processed.
· The Wastewater Lagoon has been cleaned.  The cost of the sludge removal was less than one-half of the amount budgeted.
· Mayor Stewart expressed his appreciation to Wastewater Superintendent Steward for his dedicated service.
· The September 2016 Financial Statements for the General Fund, Street Fund, 911 Fund and Sewer Fund were given to each Council Member.  Mayor Stewart asked that each Council Member review the financial statements and direct any questions to City Clerk/Treasurer Hembrey or him.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: - NONE

NEW BUSINESS:  - NONE

With no further business before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.
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