CITY OF NEWPORT
REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL
SEPTEMBER 19, 2016

The City Council of the City of Newport, Arkansas met in regular session Monday, September 19, 2016 in the chambers of the Municipal Courtroom.

Mayor Stewart called the meeting to order. City Clerk/Treasurer Hembrey called the roll.  Council members present were Michael Allen, Carol Falwell, Kathy Green, Eddie Johnson, Regina Lake, Andy May, and Julie Moss.  Absent were Council Member Neal Pankey and City Attorney Howard.

Following the invocation by Regina Lake, those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion by Allen and second by Johnson to approve the minutes of the September 6, 2016 meeting carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by Allen, Green, Johnson, Lake, May and Moss.  Falwell abstained due to being absent on September 6, 2016.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
Mayor Stewart had the following reports:

· The August 2016 Financial Statements for the General Fund, Street Fund, 911 Fund and Sewer Fund were given to each Council Member.  Mayor Stewart asked that each Council Member review the financial statements and direct any questions to City Clerk/Treasurer Hembrey or him.
· The playground equipment for the Branch Park has arrived and the installation should be completed this week.
· Depot Days will be this weekend - September 23rd and 24th.  New this year is a Friday night “Delta Blues Tent” with the Deltatones and the Memphis Allstars performing starting at 7 p.m.
· Mayor Stewart stated that the County Jail Sales Tax covers the cost of operations and maintenance for the new facility. Due to the majority of the County Jail Sales Tax being collected in Newport and paid by the citizens of Newport, Mayor Stewart will speak to County Judge Phillips and Sheriff Lucas concerning the possibility of no more fees for Jail/Prisoner Care.   

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Consider Area for Street Repaving with Fuel Tax Grant

Mayor Stewart stated that the Fuel Tax Grant Program has changed the rules from paving streets of a public fairway or connector road to including paving streets of a section of the City.  Mayor Stewart presented Gray’s Addition as a possible section for the repaving Fuel Tax Grant.  After discussion, Mayor Stewart will apply for the grant for the repaving of Gray’s Addition.
 
NEW BUSINESS: - None
Good of the City

Police Chief Scudder announced that the Arkansas Association of Chiefs of Police has chosen Newport Mayor David Stewart as the Mayor of the Year.  Congratulations were given by the Council to Mayor Stewart.


With no further business before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.
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