CITY OF NEWPORT
REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL
SEPTEMBER 6, 2016

[bookmark: _GoBack]The City Council of the City of Newport, Arkansas met in regular session Tuesday, September 6, 2016 in the chambers of the Municipal Courtroom.

Mayor Stewart called the meeting to order. City Clerk/Treasurer Hembrey called the roll.  Council members present were Michael Allen, Kathy Green, Eddie Johnson, Regina Lake, Andy May, and Julie Moss.  Also present was City Attorney Steve Howard.  Absent were Council Members Carol Falwell and Neal Pankey.

Following the invocation by Regina Lake, those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion by Lake and second by Moss to approve the minutes of the August 15, 2016 meeting carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by Allen, Green, Johnson, Lake, May and Moss.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
Mayor Stewart had the following reports:

· The July 2016 Financial Statements for the Newport Airport Commission were given to each Council Member.  Mayor Stewart asked that each Council Member review the financial statements and direct any questions to Airport Manager Jim Martin.
· Lucas Anderson, Newport High School Agricultural Instructor, has agreed to store the hanging pots from Front Street during the winter. Mr. Anderson and his students will plant seeds and grow them in the hot house until April or May as which time they will be placed in the hanging pots.  The hanging pots will then be placed back on Front Street.
· The Newport High School Agricultural Department has agreed to start a Community Garden on a City Lot at the corner of Remmel and Washington.  The Newport Water Company will supply the project with water.
· The playground equipment for the Branch Park is scheduled for delivery tomorrow.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

Ordinance: Rezoning of Lots 1, 2, 10, 11, 12 in Block 24 of Cherokee Farms Addition from R-2 Family Residential District to C-2 Commercial Community District

Mayor Stewart stated the Newport Independent ran an informative article on September 1st concerning the Ordinance.  Mayor Stewart asked for any comments, no one responded.  City Attorney Howard read the Ordinance for the 3rd reading in its entirety.  

A motion by Lake and second by Moss to adopt the Ordinance rezoning lots 1, 2, 10, 11, 12 in Block 24 of Cherokee Farms Addition from R-2 Family Residential  to C-2 Commercial Community District carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by May, Johnson, Moss, Green, Allen and Lake.
A motion by May and second by Green to approve the emergency clause carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by Moss, Allen, Johnson, Lake, Green and May.
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

Ordinance:  Formation of the Metropolitan Port Authority (City Attorney Steve Howard and N.E.D.C. Executive Director Jon Chadwell to Address Council)

Mayor Stewart recognized Mr. Gene Higginbotham, Executive Director of the Arkansas Waterways, as being present.  Mayor Stewart recognized N.E.D.C. Executive Director Chadwell.  Chadwell gave an informative overview of the economic value of having a navigable waterway on the White River.  Chadwell stated that the first step to achieving a navigable waterway would be to form a Metropolitan Port Authority.  The Metropolitan Port Authority would be a collaboration between the City of Newport and Jackson County, with 2 members from Newport and 3 members from Jackson County.  City Attorney Howard gave an overview of the process to form this Commission.  Executive Director Higginbotham gave an informative overview of the process to make the White River a navigable waterway if the formation of the Metropolitan Port Authority is approved.  

City Attorney Howard read the Ordinance declaring the intent of the City of Newport, Arkansas to participate with the County of Jackson in the formation of a Metropolitan Port Authority in its entirety.  

A motion by Moss and second by Allen to suspend the rules and forego the second and third readings in their entirety carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by Green, Moss, May, Johnson, Lake and Allen.

A motion by Green and second by Moss to adopt the Ordinance carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by May, Allen, Green, Moss, Johnson and Lake.

A motion by May and second by Lake to approve the emergency clause carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by Allen, Lake, Moss, May, Johnson and Green.

Proclamation:  Renaming of the Newport Municipal Airport

Mayor Stewart stated the Airport Commission is requesting that the Newport Municipal Airport be renamed “Newport Regional Airport”.  The FAA is requiring a Proclamation with the approval of the City Council and a letter from the Mayor requesting the change.  Mayor Stewart read the Proclamation in its entirety.  A motion by Allen and second by May to approve the Proclamation carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by Green, Allen, Lake, Johnson, Moss and May.



Reappointment to Newport Airport Commission – Joe Taylor, Jr – Term Expiring 9/30/2021

Mayor Stewart stated that Joe Taylor, Jr. has agreed to continue on the Airport Commission.  A motion by Lake and second by Moss to reappoint Joe Taylor, Jr. to the Newport Airport Commission with a term expiring 9/30/2021 carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by Johnson, Green, May, Moss, Lake and Allen.

Consider Area for Street Repaving with Fuel Tax Grant

Mayor Stewart stated rules have changed to include neighborhood repaving with fuel tax grant funds.  Mayor Stewart distributed a map with streets marked and asked the Council Members to go look at the areas before the next meeting.  This item will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.


With no further business before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.


PASSED AND APPROVED THE   19TH  DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2016			
						______________________________
						MAYOR
ATTEST:

_________________________________
CITY CLERK
