CITY OF NEWPORT
REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL
AUGUST 15, 2016

The City Council of the City of Newport, Arkansas met in regular session Monday, August 15, 2016 in the chambers of the Municipal Courtroom.

Mayor Stewart called the meeting to order. City Clerk/Treasurer Hembrey called the roll.  Council members present were Michael Allen, Carol Falwell, Kathy Green, Eddie Johnson, Regina Lake, Andy May, Julie Moss and Neal Pankey.

Following the invocation by Carol Falwell, those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion by Allen and second by Johnson to approve the minutes of the August 1, 2016 meeting carried (8/0) with “yes” votes by Allen, Falwell, Green, Johnson, Lake, May, Moss and Pankey.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
Mayor Stewart had the following reports:

· The July 2016 Financial Statements for the General Fund, Street Fund, 911 Fund and Sewer Fund were given to each Council Member.  Mayor Stewart asked that each Council Member review the financial statements and direct any questions to City Clerk/Treasurer Hembrey or him.
· Playground equipment for the Branch Park should be arriving soon.
· Ed Williams has had some rock work done at Front Street and Main Street that includes an Arkansas Razorback and a Red Wolf.  The Council commented on how pleasing the display looks.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Ordinance: Rezoning of Lots 1, 2, 10, 11, 12 in Block 24 of Cherokee Farms Addition from R-2 Family Residential District to C-2 Commercial Community District

Mayor Stewart stated he would speak to the Newport Independent again about doing an article concerning the Rezoning Ordinance.  City Attorney Howard read the Ordinance in its entirety for the second reading.   

NEW BUSINESS:  
Resolution:  Ad Valorem Tax

Mayor Stewart stated that the annual notification to the Jackson County Clerk’s Office for the taxes of 2016 to be paid in 2017 in accordance with Statute 26-73-202 was due.  The taxes will remain the same five (5) Mills for General Fund and one (1) Mill for Firemen’s Pension Fund.  Mayor Stewart read the Ad Valorem Tax Resolution in its entirety.  A motion by Allen and second by Falwell to adopt the Resolution carried (8/0) with “yes” votes by May, Johnson, Moss, Green, Allen, Lake, Falwell and Pankey.


With no further business before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.


PASSED AND APPROVED THE   6TH   DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2016			
						______________________________
						MAYOR
ATTEST:

_________________________________
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