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REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL
JUNE 6, 2016

The City Council of the City of Newport, Arkansas met in regular session Monday, June 6, 2016 in the chambers of the Municipal Courtroom.

Mayor Stewart called the meeting to order. City Clerk/Treasurer Hembrey called the roll.  Council members present were Michael Allen, Kathy Green, Regina Lake, Andy May, Julie Moss and Neal Pankey.  Absent were Council Members Carol Falwell and Eddie Johnson and City Attorney Steve Howard.	

Following the invocation by Neal Pankey, those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion by Allen and second by Lake to approve the minutes of the May 16, 2016 meeting carried (5/0) with “yes” votes by Allen, Lake, May, Moss and Pankey.  Council Member Kathy Green abstained.  

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
Mayor Stewart had the following reports:
· The April 2016 Financial Statements for the Newport Airport Commission were given to each Council Member.  Mayor Stewart asked that each Council Member review the financial statements and direct any questions to City Clerk/Treasurer Hembrey or him.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: - None

NEW BUSINESS: 

Ordinance Waiving Competitive Bidding for Replacement and Repair of Sewer Line
Mayor Stewart stated the sewer line in the area of Ash, Remmel and Elm Street had collapsed and needed immediate repairs.  Martin Steward, Wastewater Superintendent, was present and would answer any questions.  After discussion, Mayor Stewart read the Ordinance in its entirety.

A motion by Pankey and second by Lake to suspend the rules and forego the 2nd and 3rd readings in their entirety carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by Moss, Allen, May, Lake, Green and Pankey.

A motion by Moss and second by Allen to accept the Ordinance waving competitive bidding for replacement and repair of the sewer line in the area of Ash, Remmel and Elm Street and authorizing a contract with Carl Baldwin Construction Co., Inc. for an amount not to exceed $45,000.00 carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by Lake, May, Pankey, Allen, Green and Moss.

A motion by Pankey and second by Allen to approve the emergency clause carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by Lake, Moss, Allen, Green, May and Pankey.



Ordinance Prohibiting Use of Any Form of Tobacco in Public Parks Owned or Maintained by the City
Mayor Stewart presented to the Council a request to prohibit the use of any form of tobacco in any public park owned or maintained by the City of Newport.  The request was made by Kim Melton, Tobacco Coordinator with the Tobacco Prevention Program through the Arkansas Department of Health.  The Council discussed the pros and cons of prohibiting the use of tobacco in public parks and decided to table the request.

Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Enter Into an Administrative Agreement with the White River Planning and Development District, Inc.
Mayor Stewart stated the City of Newport has received notification of funding approval from the Department of Parks and Tourism for the purchase of playground and fall material at Branch Park.  Mayor Stewart stated an administrative agreement with White River Planning and Development District, Inc. was needed to start the process.  Mayor Stewart read the Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into the agreement in its entirety.  A motion by Moss and second by Lake to accept the Resolution carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by Green, Pankey, Allen, Moss, May and Lake.

Mayor Stewart requested they go into Executive Session to discuss some personnel matters.  A motion by Allen and second by Lake to go into Executive Session carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by Allen, May, Moss, Pankey, Lake and Green.

Executive Session

A motion by Allen and second by Pankey to return to normal session carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by Allen, May, Moss, Pankey, Lake and Green.

Mayor Stewart stated he would like to reinstate the position of Assistant Director of Public Works and appoint Donald Jungers to this position.  A motion by Pankey and second by May to reinstate the position of Assistant Director of Public Works and fill the position with Donald Jungers carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by Moss, Green, Lake, Pankey, May and Allen.

Mayor Stewart asked for an hourly pay increase for Donald Jungers from $14.06 per hour to $15.56 per hour.  A motion by Allen and second by Moss to increase Donald Jungers’ hourly rate to $15.56 per hour carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by Moss, Green, Lake, Pankey, May and Allen. 

With no further business before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.
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