CITY OF NEWPORT
REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL
MAY 16, 2016

The City Council of the City of Newport, Arkansas met in regular session Monday, May 16, 2016 in the chambers of the Municipal Courtroom.

Mayor Stewart called the meeting to order. City Clerk/Treasurer Hembrey called the roll.  Council members present were Michael Allen, Kathy Green, Regina Lake, Andy May, Julie Moss and Neal Pankey.  City Attorney Steve Howard was present. Absent were Council Members Carol Falwell and Eddie Johnson.

Following the invocation by Andy May, those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  NIKKI SENN, ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN WITH ARKANSAS STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT AND BOB SCOGGIN WITH ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM TO ADDRESS COUNCIL ON GRANT REAPPLICATION FOR THE BLUE BRIDGE

Mayor Stewart recognized Nikki Senn, Architectural Historian, Bob Scoggin, Senior Archeologist and Patricia Blick, AHPP Assistant Director from the Arkansas State Highway Department.  Ms. Senn gave an informative overview of the TAP Grant and Recreational Trails Grant with an application deadline of June 1, 2016.  Mr. Scoggin gave an informative overview of the importance of preserving the Newport Bridge.  After discussion, a motion by Green and second by Lake to apply for the grants failed with “no” votes by May, Lake, Pankey, Allen, Moss and a “yes” vote by Green.   

A motion by Pankey and second by Moss to approve the minutes of the May 2, 2016 meeting carried (5/0) with “yes” votes by Lake, May, Moss, Pankey and Mayor Stewart.  Michael Allen and Kathy Green abstained due to being absent on May 2, 2016.  

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
Mayor Stewart had the following reports:
· The April 2016 Financial Statements for the General Fund, 911 Fund, Street Fund and Sewer Fund were given to each Council Member.  Mayor Stewart asked that each Council Member review the financial statements and direct any questions to City Clerk/Treasurer Hembrey or him.
· On Wednesday May 18, 2016 at 9 a.m., a representative from Water Hog will make a presentation of a Water Hog Pump System at the pump station behind the old Kroger Building.  Elmo Webb, Corp of Engineers Inspector, Bob Chatman from Miller-Newell Engineers, Inc., and Newport Levee District Members will also be present.  Council Members are invited to attend.  
· A construction kick off for the White River Medical Center Newport Medical Complex will be held May 17, 2016 at 10 a.m.  All Council Members are encouraged to attend. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

Consider Letter of Rate Increase from Municipal Health Benefit Fund

After discussion, a motion by May and second by Pankey to forego the 1.5% salary increase in July to pay for the additional cost of health insurance carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by Green, Moss, May, Allen, Lake and Pankey.  A letter will be given to each employee explaining the decision.

NEW BUSINESS: 

Consider Sale of Old Police Car

Mayor Stewart stated that Police Chief Scudder would like to sell an old police car to the City of Diaz for $1,200.  A motion by Moss and second by Allen to sell the Ford Police Car to the City of Diaz for $1,200 carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by Pankey, May, Lake, Moss, Allen and Green.

Bid Consideration:  Sewer Sludge Removal

Mayor Stewart presented proof of publication from the Arkansas Democrat Gazette requesting bids for sewer sludge removal.  Bids were opened May 12, 2016 at 11 a.m.  The bids were as follows:

	Denali Water Solutions	Russelville, AR	$524,000
	DRT Biosolids, Inc.		Bloomfield, WE	$214,000
	J B Tanker, Inc.		Plainview, AR		$533,000

Mayor Stewart presented a letter from Miller-Newell Engineers, Inc. recommending awarding the contract to DRT Biosolids, Inc.  A motion by Pankey and second by May to accept the bid from DRT Biosolids, Inc. for $214,000 carried (6/0) with “yes” votes by Moss, Green, Lake, Pankey, May and Allen.

With no further business before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.
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