NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2015
7:00 A.M.
NEWPORT BUSINESS RESOURCE CENTER

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen, Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Scott Foushee, Lee Scoggins, Sandra Massey, Tad Inami, Leroy Mansko and Benjy Harris

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:

None

OTHERS PRESENT:

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Executive Assistant Lindley Pettie, Executive Assistant Shirley Williams and Phil McDonald.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Commissioner Massey moved to approve the September Minutes. Commissioner Inami seconded the motion. Motion carried.

NEDC FINANCIALS:

Director Chadwell reviewed September Financials and noted that industry grants are the reason why we are at a higher number than this time last year. Sales tax revenue was again higher than usual. Commissioner Turner asked for a breakdown of the $415,000 Industry grants figure. Director Chadwell said he would provide him the information. Commissioner Gowen moved to approve September Financials. Commissioner Scoggins seconded the motion. Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

· Director Chadwell reported that the recent Job Fair at the Newport Business Resource Center went well, with 300 job openings and 120 job seekers. Several participating businesses have reported filling positions with people they met at the job fair.
· New Vision and the Clinton School projects are going well.
· The Minority Committee has identified issues to work on and is moving forward.
· The Art Show Auction will be held Thursday, October 29. The reason for having the event on a weeknight instead of the usual Saturday night is an attempt to raise attendance numbers. The Art Show will not receive the Arkansas Arts Council grant, worth $7,500, this year, and that money will need to be made up from other sources, such as ticket sales.
· The NEDC and Chamber of Commerce hosted an HR Round Table Luncheon after hearing from job fair businesses that they were having trouble filling positions. Director Chadwell noted that we have amped up the Jobs section of the web site. Approximately 75 jobs are currently listed, and we will utilize facebook blasts when new postings are added.
· Director Chadwell touched on the Prospect Report. Prospect 1537 is an out-of-state developer looking at a number of communities, and Prospect 1538 is a group of local investors who are interested in building apartments in town.

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS’ REPORT:

· Director Allen thanked those who participated in Depot Days.
· The Trashiest Team competition went well.
· Director Allen attended Attention Medical Supply’s 10th anniversary celebration along with the White River Area Agency on Aging ribbon cutting.
· Director Allen participates in a conference call with the Clinton School team every week that they aren’t in Newport.
· The Chamber has signed a contract with CGI, who will produce promotional videos for the five web sites (City, County, Chamber of Commerce, Economic Development and Tourism). We will probably wait until spring to begin filming.

ReNEWPORT GRANTS:

Director Chadwell reported no new ReNewport grant applications. All That I Am Books has applied for a Business Enhancement grant that would supply them with approximately 21 hours of consulting with Communities Unlimited, at a cost of $210. Commissioner Scoggins made a motion to approve the $210 Business Enhancement grant to All That I Am Books. Commissioner Gowen seconded the motion. Motion carried.

PROSPECTS 1528 and 1536:

Director Chadwell reported that Prospects 1528 and 1536 both relate to daycare services. The city currently needs 295 spots, and each of the two new potential daycare centers would enroll between 40 and 60 children. Commissioner Massey noted that she had been approached by an individual interested in opening a daycare and is following up with them. 

PROSPECT 1531:

Director Chadwell reported that Prospect 1531 is the prospect from the Arkansas Economic Development Commission that was discussed at last month’s meeting. They are looking at the 96-acre airbase site for a $50 million facility that will accommodate 250 jobs with an average wage of $19/hour. The Bond Board gave authorization to donate the land to the prospect. Ten other cities in Arkansas, and an unknown number in other states, have applied for this prospect.
Chairman Sides inquired as to the status of the Entergy supersite. Director Chadwell reported that Entergy continues to look at sites. One potential site contains 700 acres with highway, rail and port access. It is in the flood plain but should be easily fixed with a levee. The other site we are trying to get an option on is 2,000 acres, a size that would make us one of two supersites in the state. We will need to pay for certification on the site out of next year’s budget. Entergy is doing due diligence on the site and should have details to us by next month.

PROSPECT 1533:

Director Chadwell reported that Prospect 1533 is interested in the Capital Wire building at the college. The prospect would employ 50-70 people in a plant and another 40-50 as day-trip truck drivers. Director Chadwell is helping the prospect by researching their Entergy and municipal water capacity needs.

PROSPECT 1534:

Newport currently has 48 commercial buildings available for occupation, but many are unusable. 32-33 are considered usable, ranging in size from 900 square feet to 220,000 square feet. Prospect 1534 is researching the possibility of remodeling Pratt Square, including possibly reopening the bowling alley or turning it into another type of entertainment venue.

GOOD OF THE ORDER:

Commissioner Massey shared that Arkansas State University – Newport applied for and was awarded a $60,000 workforce grant for an agriculture program. Phil McDonald reported that the Historical Society is hosting Storytellers at the Episcopal Church parish house Oct. 18th at 2 p.m. Kaneaster Hodges will moderate four speakers who will discuss early-to-mid-1900s Newport. Director Chadwell noted that today was Shirley Williams’ last commission meeting, and her retirement reception will be Oct. 21st from 3-5:30 p.m. 

ADJOURNED:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairman Sides motioned to adjourn, and Commissioner Gowen seconded the motion. Motion carried.
